Precursor stage of hepatocellular neoplasm following long exposure to orally administered contraceptives.
Hepatic neoplasms and peliosis are known to occur in women taking contraceptives orally. We observed hyperplasia of hepatocytes combined with hypertrophy of sinusoidal lining cells and sinusoidal dilatation with progression to peliosis in the liver of a patient who had been taking such contraceptives for 10 years. These changes resembled the precursor stage in the development of hepatic angiosarcoma induced by vinyl chloride, Thorotrast, and arsenic. In users of orally administered contraceptives these findings may precede the development of hepatocellular neoplasms.